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INTRODUCTION** 

It has become a familiar trope to recite that we live in an era marked by an 
unprecedented growth in international courts and tribunals.1 Besides its 
empiricist overtones and familiar focus on the evolution of international law, this 
ritualized incantation serves to signal the increased importance of international 
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       **     This Article is an extension and elaboration of the Keynote Address entitled “David D. Caron: 
The Theoretician of International Courts and Tribunals” delivered by Judge Brower at the closing dinner 
on September 15, 2018 of UC Berkeley Law School’s “David D. Caron Memorial and Conference” held 
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 1.  The formulaic consistency of this type of introductory remark in the opening sentences of the 
literature is remarkable. See, e.g., Eric A. Posner & John C. Yoo, Judicial Independence in International 
Tribunals, 93 CALIF. L. REV. 1, 3 (2005) (“[i]n the last few years, international dispute settlement has 
assumed an unprecedented prominence in international politics.”); Gary Born, A New Generation of 
International Adjudication, 61 DUKE L.J. 775, 778 (2012) (“[t]he past half-century has seen the 
development of a rich, highly diverse field of international adjudication.”); Gleider I. Hernandez, The 
Judicialization of International Law  Reflections on the Empirical Turn, 25 EUR. J. INT’L L. 919, 919 
(2014) (“[t]he proliferation of international courts and tribunals in the last two decades has been an 
important new development in international law”); Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, Plurality in the 
Fabric of International Courts and Tribunals  The Threads of a Managerial Approach, 28 EUR. J. INT’L 
L. 13, 13–14 (2017) (“[i]n recent years, there has been a proliferation in the number and type of 
international courts and tribunals.”). 














































